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which the early Spaniards found richly dressed and
gold-laden mummies which they promptly looted of
their valuables. The "great room" of this palace was
forty-five feet square; and adjoining it was an almost
equally large living-room whose walls were complete-
ly covered with designs in relief and having many
overlaid with gold-leaf.
A few years ago the visitor to Chan-Chan could
trace the outlines of these various buildings, could
wander about the palaces and courtyards, could re-
construct, in his mind's eye, the vast rich city as it
was in the days of the Grand Chimu, and could mar-
vel at the wonderfully complicated and beautiful
sculptures covering the numberless walls and fa9ades.
But the rains of 1925 wrought sad havoc with Chan*
Chan. Although the district is normally rainless, yet,
at various periods within historic times, heavy rains
have fallen along the ordinarily arid coast of Peru.
Such rains also fell during the days of the Chimus,
for the floods are recorded on the pottery.
These torrential downpours have done much to de-
stroy the ruins. In 1701, 1720 and 1891 ancient
Chan-Chan lost each time a portion of its painted
walls, its adobe sculptures and its entirety. And be-
tween times earthquakes and vandals have done their
part. On February 14, 1619, an earthquake de-
stroyed every house in Trujillo within one minute.
In 1687 another did almost as much damage. On
January 6, 1725, the district was again largely de-
stroyed, and in 1739 there was another disastrous
quake. Through all of these the massive walls of
Chan-Chan remained, although portions of the build-
ings were shaken down. But the heavy downpour